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  MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT   
 
 
Have you lived in North College Hill all your life or did you recently move here? Do you know the 
difference between College Hill and North College Hill? It doesn't matter...you are all welcome at the 
NCH Historical Society meetings which are at the Hilltop Methodist Church at 11am on the last Saturday 
of each month. We have toured the print plant at Clovernook Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
and Cary Cottage. A member’s only tour of Clovernook Country Club is coming up soon. We showed a 
DVD of the Cincinnati and Lake Erie Railroad and a video of the Cincinnati Street Railway including Mt 
Adams incline. A tour of the Fire Dept museum and Police Museum, a speaker from the Reds and tours 
of the old dummy line are possible future events. Tours of some NCH businesses are also events we are 
looking forward to.  We welcome suggestions from the public.  
  
Besides tours we have been collecting pictures of old NCH and yearbooks. Memorabilia has been added 
to our display case and there is a lot of nostalgia going on at the meetings. A "Did You Know" board will 
be hung at City Hall just inside the door and maintained by the Historical Society. It will feature people 
connected to the city who have achieved some measure of success...Stop by and look at it. Send us 
information and a picture of anyone you would like to submit for this display. Come join us...you'll like 
it!! 
  



Reminder:  It is time to renew your membership if you have not already done so.  Membership runs per 
annum from January 1, and will expire on December 31. If you wish to continue as a member and receive 
Society news-letter, please become a member.  There is a member application attached to the newsletter.  
If you are a business, please include your business card and we will promote your business. 
 
FYI – The Historical Society is doing well with new members coming in every month.  We have 
knowledgeable speakers being enlisted to give talks on many topics of interest.  We generally have 20 to 
30 or more audience members. 
 
Rick Dikeman has volunteered to fill the job of Archivist available due of the passing of Larry Wissell. 
 
Wanted: 
Old newspaper clippings, pamphlets, leaflets pertaining to carnivals, festivals, school events, etc. If you 
have pictures or other memorabilia or just plain old stuff to share and no one in your family is interested, 
please think of us.  If you have pictures and want to keep them, please let us make a copy.  
 
Pictures, memorabilia and inquiries can be left for the NCH Historical Society at city hall post office c/o 
Sue Benzinger.... or bring them to the next meeting at the historic Methodist Church (and find out why it 
is historic)!! 
 
 
Schedule of Events  - Mark Your Calendars 
May 
    1  Recreation Commission Meeting 
  3&4  Pool Passes go on sale (Pool House) 
           3  Community Yard Sale At City Hall 
           25  Memorial Day Parade 
           25  Pool Opens 
June 
    5    Recreation Commission Meeting 
    7  Pool Opens for the season 
    9  Swimming Lessons begin 

28  Fishing Derby at Lake Nina 
28  Historical Society Meeting – Hilltop United Methodist Church 

July 
   3  Recreation Commission Meeting 
 12  Wheels n Wings at Frisker’s 
 20  Historical Society Meeting – Hilltop United Methodist Church 

Speaker -  Ellen Deaton, Author of “Pink Dice” which depicts Cincinnati as one of 
the most vibrant & architecturally American cities in the 1950’s. 

August 
      4  Recreation Commission Meeting 
  10  Annual Community Picnic 
  30  Historical Society Meeting – Hilltop United Methodist Church 
September 
    4  Basketball registration 12-3pm (City Hall) 
    6  Basketball registration 12-3pm (City Hall) 
   27  Historical Society Meeting – Hilltop United Methodist Church 
 
St. Margaret Mary Labor Day Festival (Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday) Bingo Every Friday at 

7:00 (smoking & nonsmoking rooms) 
   Historical Society will set up memorabilia in the gym 
What’s Been Happening? 
 



October 
At the October meeting, Mr. Al Wulefkuhl spoke on the Dummy Line, the Inter Urban Railway.  The 
meeting was attended by about 40 people with coffee and cookies being served. 
 
The Inter Urban Railroad was incepted around 1874 with regular service beginning in1877. 
 
In 1829, the country was introduced to the railroad.  In 1902, there were 3 short line railways running in 
Cincinnati at one time.  The first Dummy Line would travel up Groesbeck Road where there was a 
transfer house.  Later a bond issue was passed to extend the railroad to Mt. Healthy where the Arlington 
Cemetery is now.  
 
In Cumminsville, people would transfer from the Dummy Line and take a ½ hour ride on the CH &D 
railroad to go to downtown Cincinnati to take people to work and shop.  The trip would cost $.35 per. 
 
In 1902 Cincinnati had 7 inter urban lines working at one time. 
 
In 1912, bond issues were passed to run the Inter Urban Railway through the subway tracks.  However, 
the idea ran out of money and never took off. 
 
In 1925, there were limited resources to run tracks. 
 
750 carloads of freight were hauled. 
 
March 26, 1939 The Dummy Line made its Farewell Trip. 
 
On October 1938, the railroad was still hauling freight and on May 31, 1939, the Inter Urban was 
abandoned and made its final trip.   In 1951, the Inter Urban sold out to The Greyhound Company. 
 
Due to the convenience of cars and buses, the Dummy Line was no longer the efficient way for short 
travel.  The electric streetcar company bought the Dummy Line Railroad and changed the gauge ending 
the existence of the Inter Urban Railroad. 
 
 
  

                         
Al Wulefkuhl  & Earl Clark 

 



 
THE “DUMMY” TOUR  
From your car 
 
Start at Arlington Cemetery on the east side and drive along the fence line. Turn left 
through the fence-opening gate and continue straight to the stop sign at Forest Avenue.  
Turn right and continue traveling down to Laboiteaux Avenue.  Turn right at Bising. Go 
straight until Mulbury. Mulbury ends and that’s where the Dummy Line went through to 
Mt. Healthy.  One cannot travel through because Ronald Reagan cuts the road off. 
Continue going south on Mulbury.  Turn right on Galbraith and then turn left on Simpson.  
Continue until you get to Sixth Street. Turn left and you will see the gully on your right 
which is where the train came up through the valley.  Continue on Sixth and turn right on 
Savannah going to North Bend. Then turn left and then right on Oakwood and continue 
past McCauley High School.  Where it ends turn left and then turn left again on Llanfair. 
Go until it stops at Hamilton.  Turn right and continue and then left on Groesbeck, it turns 
into Grey Road.  You will be traveling past the backside of Spring Grove Cemetery.  Turn 
right on Spring Grove Avenue past the front of the cemetery.   Go about a quarter mile 
and you will see Timber Tavern on your left.  Across from Timber Tavern (the train 
depot), turn right on Crawford Street.  Keep going until it ends at the barking dog.  This is 
the end of your tour.  
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


