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                             MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
    
Stories of the past are what history is------we would love to have you write stories of your 
family living in NCH and wouldn't your children or grandchildren love to have this? Perhaps 
your siblings could add their memories also.  
  
Did your grandparents live here? What was it like growing up in the 30's & 40's here in the 
village? How did NCH change after the war? What toys and games did you play as a child? 
What did you do for fun? Did you go to school here? Remember the movie theater? Did they 
give away dishes or have special shows? Were you an usher there? How did you get to work? 
Did you have a car or walk? What were the streets like? Did you get stuck in the mud? What 
recipes did you use during the depression and the war? How did you manage rationing? What 
local stores and doctors do you remember?  
  
This is what we want....your memories...Please write them for your family and give us a copy. 
  
Do you have "stuff" you've saved all these years? Things that mean something to you but 
"stuff" your family will probably throw out because they don't have your memories. We would 
love to have them. Please consider donating them to us ----or at least mark it in some way for 
the NCH Historical Society so no one will throw away those memories of days gone bye. 
Better yet, come to a meeting...last Saturday of the month 11am Methodist church and share 
with us. You might even find some old friends there!      
 
                                       



 
 
Reminder:  It is time to renew your membership if you have not already done so.  Membership 
runs per annum from January 1, and will expire on December 31. If you wish to continue as a 
member and receive Society newsletters, please pay your dues.  There is a member application 
attached to the newsletter.  If you are a business, please include your business card and we will 
promote your business. 
 
FYI – The Historical Society is doing well with new members coming in every month.  We 
have knowledgeable speakers being enlisted to give talks on many topics of interest.  We 
generally have 20 to 30 or more audience members. 
 
Wanted: 
 
We are growing and in need of a new place to meet.  If you know of a good place to hang 
our history, please contact the Historical Society. 
 
Old newspaper clippings, pamphlets, leaflets pertaining to carnivals, festivals, school events, 
etc. If you have pictures or other memorabilia or just plain old stuff to share and no one in your 
family is interested, please think of us.  If you have pictures and want to keep them, please let 
us make a copy.  
 
Pictures, memorabilia and inquiries can be left for the NCH Historical Society at City Hall Post 
Office c/o Sue Benzinger.... or bring them to the next meeting at the historic Methodist Church 
(and find out why it is historic)!! 
 
Schedule of Events  - Mark Your Calendars: 
May 

7    Recreation Commissioning Meeting 
           3 & 4   Pool Passes go on sale (Pool House) 

23 Memorial Day Parade 11:00am; Pool Opens 
30     Historical Society Meeting 

June 
4    Recreation Commission Meeting 
7    Pool Opens for the season 
9 Swimming Lessons begin 
27    Historical Society Meeting 11:00am, Hilltop United Methodist Church 
28    Fishing Derby @ Lake Nina 

July 
2  Recreation Commission Meeting 

11    Wheels n Wings@ Fricker’s 
25 Historical Society Meeting 11:00am, Hilltop United Methodist Church 

August  
6    Recreation Commission Meeting 
9      Annual Community Picnic 

              29 Historical Society Meeting 11:00am, Hilltop United Methodist Church 
Sept. 

3 Recreation Commission Meeting 
6  Basketball Registration 12-3pm (City Hall.) 

               13     Basketball Registration 12-3pm (City Hall) 
               26     Historical Society Meeting 11:00am, Hilltop United Methodist Church 
 
 
 
 



 
What’s Been Happening? 
 
Sept. 27, 2008 
 
On September 27, retired police Sergeant Dan Davis spoke to the Historical Society.  He 
brought memorabilia and pictures to go along with his talk.  He was with the NCH police 
department from 1979 until 2003.  He also lived in North College Hill during his years on the 
police department.   
 
When North College Hill changed from a village to a city, the only police officer to hold the 
title of Marshall and Police Chief is Frank Niehause.  City Hall was built in 1930. 
 
Two police officers are recognized in the National Law Enforcement Memorial in Washington, 
D.C.  They are Peter Dunley of Hungarian descent who was killed in the line of duty in 1928 
and Arthur Howard Seaman who was killed in a traffic accident in 1923.  He is the first officer 
to die on duty. He was in a sidecar of a motorcycle.  The vehicle that hit him was a hit and run 
and the person was never found. He is buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Southgate, Kentucky.  
It wasn’t known he was a police officer until many years later when relatives of his sister were 
going through her house when she passed away and pictures and information were found 
buried amongst papers in the attic.  A nephew called the NCH police department looking for 
and giving information about his uncle. 
 
The more known Peter Marshall Dunley was killed at the Pelican Club, a pool hall/speak easy 
at the corner of Sundale and Hamilton Avenue.  Officer Dunley was the only officer at the 
time.  He happened into the pool hall while the Zwick Brothers, who already had a lengthy 
criminal past, were trying to shake down the owner. Officer Dunley tried to help but was 
immediately shot down.  Two others were also wounded in the gunfire.   The Zwick Brothers 
were apprehended but were never charged with the crime since they killed all the witnesses.  
However they did go to jail for killing the witnesses.  One of the Zwick gang was finally killed 
and the other did serve 39 years in prison but was eventually paroled and lived out the rest of 
his life in a nursing home.  The Zwick Brothers of Price Hill were linked to the Capone gang 
and had a long list of criminal activity. 
 
Officer Dunley went up against 5-armed men and lost his life when they turned and shot at him 
as he was reaching for his gun.  He was taken to Good Sam Hospital where he died of his 
wounds. He is buried at St. Mary’s Cemetery.   
 
Sergeant Davis also touched on the Lois Drive murder in 1962.  John Jackson Cooper was 
bludgeoned to death and his body was dismantled to destroy evidence while the mother was in 
the hospital. The step dad left a note that her son had gone away to California and the step dad 
was taking a trip south and if she wanted to contact him she could do it through the classifieds 
of the Detroit newspaper.   
 
When the mother returned home she contacted Police Chief Stan Petite.  The police started 
getting phone calls telling of body parts left on roads to Atlanta and Florida.  The step dad was 
finally caught.  He confessed to manslaughter and served time.  He has since been released 
from prison.  This story has been written up in a pulp fiction detective magazine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



October 26, 2008 
 
Regular meeting 
 
November 22, 2008 

Dr. Paul Wittekind of the Roger Bacon Social Studies Dept. was the speaker and spoke 
on the topic of WW II.   21 people attended including 4 veterans.  Dr. Wittekind started 
off with the fact that Harry Truman was the most unprepared for the presidency. He 
was not part of the Washington elite and was seldom included by President Roosevelt 
on any important talks.  Dr. Wittekind mentioned this because of the recent election 
both Obama and Sarah Palin, had little experience.  Truman was in the infantry during 
WWI. He was the only president not to graduate from college. So when Roosevelt died 
Truman was thrown into the Presidency with the country at war during WWII and at 
the same time during the start of the cold war with Russia.  Truman became senator in 
1934 and 1940.  In 1944, he became Vice President.  When he ran for president he also 
had a skeleton in his closet, his involvement with Prendergast. Harry S. Truman enjoyed 
an honorable relationship with the Democratic boss of Kansas City, Thomas J. 
Pendergast. During the years when he was a county official in Missouri, down to the 
time in 1939 when as a U.S. senator he saw the boss sent to Leavenworth for income 
tax evasion. In Jackson County and in faraway Washington he cooperated on patronage 
issues with Boss Tom, but did not involve himself in the illegalities and especially the 
financial dealings that put Pendergast in prison and destroyed the Kansas City machine.  

Churchill, Truman and Stalin attended the Potsdam Conference in August 1945, President 
Truman tried to tell Stalin about the bombing that was about to happen in Japan, Stalin 
immediately blew him off because his spy network had already 
informed him.  

The bombing of Hiroshima marked the beginning of the end of 
the war in the Pacific. Japan surrendered shortly after a second 
bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, three days later. This saved 
many more American casualties. 

On August 6, 1945 Colonel Paul Tibbet’s flew the Enola Gay 
over Hiroshima and dropped the atomic bomb.  This ended 
WWII with the surrender of Japan. Colonel Paul Tibbet’s died 
recently at age 92.  At the time of the dropping of the bomb 
there had been a million war casualties.  Had Germany not 
surrendered a few weeks earlier, there is no doubt that 
Germany would have been bombed.  Gen. Tibbet’s had asked 
for no funeral or headstone as he feared opponents of the 
bombing may use it as a place of protest. 

December Meeting – No Meeting 

January Meeting – Regular meeting.  We discussed dues that are due now.  Putting historical 
pictures up at Freda’s Corner Café, getting all of the records, pictures and memorabilia in 
order, putting up the board of deceased historical board members, meetings in the future and 
finding a new place for our growing historical society. 

 

 

 

 
The Hiroshima bomb killed 
about 140,000 Japanese 



 
February Meeting – It was our pleasure to have three visitors, two from the Forest Park 
Historical Society and Rayford L Gardner, now Sr Minister at First Covenant Relationship 
Baptist Mission in Evenston whose family lived in Steel Sub and whose father, a contractor  
helped build two schools in the North College Hill School District.  The two visitors from 
Forest Park were Wayne Coates, Hamilton County Recorder and David Pittenger .  
 
We are in the process of putting historical pictures at Freda’s.  Also in process, a second “Did 
You Know” board will now be residing at Freda’s.  Freda will also have a military wall to 
honor past and present veterans.  So pictures are needed by Freda to make the wall happen for 
the soldiers.  .  . 
 
March Field Trip  - 11 members went on a road trip to the Museum Center- We met on Sat. 
March 21, at the church between 9:30 and 9:45 and drove to the Cincinnati Museum to meet 
for a talk with Librarian M’Lissa Kesterman and a tour of the Rotunda and a behind the scenes 
of the Museum.  M’Lissa had already pulled some stuff out of the files and she gave a tour of 
the research area where we examined a map from1917 of NCH. We also bought a copy of this 
map and three other maps for the Historical Society to display in our room at the church. We 
sat in the Frederick A. Hauck room.  He was the founder of Champion Paper Company.  We 
checked out the Manuscript Card Catalog.  We left the museum about 2:00 and went on to 
lunch. 
 
 

 

 

March Meeting  - Regular meeting.  Talked about future field trips to the bakery and 
cemetery.  Also talked about the Memorial Day parade and the number of cars.  There will be 
four cars and two walkers.  We looked through and gathered pictures to put in Freda’s 
Restaurant. We purchased a second ”Did You Know” board to put in Freda’s.  A big thank you 
to Freda for wanting to put up old NCH pictures of the city on her walls.   

 

 

 


