
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 President               Sue Benzinger 
Vice-President        Sharyn Speckman 

      Secretary              Clyde Ankenbauer 
      Treasurer              Claudia Nieman 
      Archivist  Rick Dikeman 
 

The Historical Society of North College Hill Newsletter 
 

   Issue VIII                               October  
    

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
              

                                                       
                                                 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 Come join us!! If you are a business in the community, please help us gather information, preserve it 

and pass it on to others. Consider supporting us by providing us with info or memorabilia about your 

business or pictures. You might also come to a meeting now and then.  If you are a family member, 

what do you know of the history of the street or community in which you live? We might even be able to 

tell you why your street is named as it is. You can help us by writing a story of your family history in 

NCH. Tell us of your grandparents and memories of your first house, games you played and first job 

after school. We really would like to have these bits of nostalgia. For all the new folks living here, why 

did you pick this community, this neighborhood, and this house? And WELCOME!! Come to a meeting 

on the last Saturday of the month at the Methodist church at 11am and meet some old timers with 

stories to tell!  

  

We also have speakers and go on tours...Recently we had Niko the Police Dog come to show off his skills 

with Officer Schrand. We toured the bakery and the fire department. One of us (no names please!!) 

even got used as a demonstration of how the firemen would rescue someone out of a building if they 

couldn't manage the steps. What an experience! 

  

We will be looking for you...business people, families, newcomers, and councilmen.  We are here for 

you. Come and join us. 



 
 
Reminder:  It is time to renew your membership if you have not already done so.  Membership runs per 
annum from January 1, and will expire on December 31. If you wish to continue as a member and receive 
Society newsletters, please pay your dues.  There is a member application attached to the newsletter.  If you 
are a business, please include your business card, and we will promote your business. 
 
FYI – The Historical Society is doing well with new members coming in every month.  We have 
knowledgeable speakers being enlisted to give talks on many topics of interest.  Talks about WWII, old North 
College Hill, old police cases, talks from the Mayor, etc. We always have something to say and have new 
audience members every month. 
 

Wanted: 

 

We are growing and in need of a new place to meet.  If you know of a good place to hang our history, 
please contact the Historical Society. 
 
Old newspaper clippings, pamphlets, leaflets pertaining to carnivals, festivals, school events, etc. If you have 
pictures or other memorabilia or just plain old stuff to share and no one in your family is interested, please 
think of us.  If you have pictures and want to keep them, please let us make a copy.  
 
Pictures, memorabilia and inquiries can be left for the NCH Historical Society at City Hall Post Office c/o Sue 
Benzinger.... or bring them to the next meeting at the historic Methodist Church (and find out why it is 
historic)!! 
 
Schedule of Events  - Mark Your Calendars: 

 

September  - 3 – Recreation Commission Meeting 

                        6 – Basketball Registration 12:00 –3pm (City Hall) 

                      13 – Basketball registration 12:00 – 3:00 (City Hall) 

                      26 – Historical Society Meeting  1:00 this month only 

 

October           1  - Recreation Commission Meeting 

            31 - Historical Society Meeting  11:00am 

 

November       5 - Recreation Commission Meeting 

            20 - Historical Society Meeting  11:00am 

 

December       5  - Breakfast with Santa and the NCH FD 

                    No Historical Society Meeting 

 

What’s Been Happening? 

 
Linda Braunwart reported that The NCH Alumni Assn. held their third annual Alumni Event on Friday, 
September 11 at Gailey VFW.  We had over 200 alumni show up to the event where we renew old 
friendships.  We danced to the music of alumni band member, Larry Arzsman Retrovibes.  We made money 
selling split the pot, a door prize raffle and selling many NCH school-related items such as a watercolor 
picture of the school, NCH trays, and an NCH high school building replica.  Proceeds from the alumni event 
go toward scholarships.    This past year a total of scholarships totaling $14,600 were given out.    
 
"Over 8,000 students have attended NCH High School since 1938.  It has served as a stepping-stone leading 
many to productive future lives.  NCH students are forever bonded and can support their Alma Mater through 
the NCH Scholar ship Foundation" 
 
. 
 



 
 
  
 
Wallgreen’s is making a new home on Galbraith and Hamilton 

 

 
 
 
 
May  

 
The Memorial Day Parade was held and The Historical Society had 3 cars and several walkers.  Again another 
successful parade.  Here are a few photos: 
 

      
 

 
     
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
June 17, - 11 people from the Historical Society went on a field trip to the NCH Bakery.  Nothing can make 
one happier than baked goods.  We arrived at 11:00am for the tour.  Charlene took us to the behind the scenes 
makings of the bakery, the making of coffee cakes, donuts, breads, cakes, cookies, etc.  We went to the back 
part of the bakery entering from the front.   
 
We saw the machinery for making different coffee cakes, rolls, and breads.  50 lbs of flour is used per prep.  
Monday is the prep day for making everything.  The bakery is closed to the public on this day.  One of the 
machine spits out balls of dough for coffee cakes for the week.  The balls are then put into the freezer.  During 
the week the balls are turned into coffee cakes.  They are put into a roller machine to flatten and then turned 
into different tasty cakes.  Even with the machines, there is plenty of handwork to be done. 
 
Since 1952 the bakery has been owned by Charlene and Gary Wetzel.  The bakery has three full time bakers 
and one part-time.  They also have several salespeople, a cake decorator and a cleanup crew.  The bakery is 70 
years old and started out on Goodman and Savannah Avenue by Carl and Anna Litschgi, Charlene’s parents. 
The store today first was divided into two stores, a bakery and an ice cream shop. Several members 
remembered the bakery and a candy store as part of the building.  The building has been expanded by adding 
onto the west side of the property and also adding more productive equipment.  Last year they also added onto 
the parking lot.  All the recipes are made from scratch “recipes”.  The original white cake “Family Recipe” is 
still used today for all of the wedding and birthday cakes.  Charlene also makes apple pies from apples picked 
from the family orchard. We did get to sample the “Thumbprint Cookies” before the icing was added 
“yumm”. 
 

Pictures of the behind the scenes at the bakery 

 

  
 

 

    The Bakery Front 

            



 

 

 

June 27 - Several guests joined us for our regular meeting.  Dorothy Stein Mahlenkamps spoke of 
personal stories of when she joined the PTA at the newly constructed Clovernook School.  She lived on 
Homestead from 1956 to 1981.  When she first joined the PTA she put together booklets and newsletters 
for the School District interviewing many people.  The stories also ran in the local paper. 
 
Lester. Ray and Carol Wullkotte also joined us and spoke of old times.  Lester spoke of John Schoenling 
being a friend and in his class.  They also spoke of Steuben Hall and many picnics and meetings held there 
by the German Society.  At one time, Hitler followers met there before the war.  When war started, police 
stopped this practice. 
 
July 25 – A regular meeting was held, and we discussed putting together a walking tour of the city with a 
booklet and map for people to enjoy.  The map would include several places of interest either in the past 
or present for people to enjoy and reminisces as they were walking.  Rick Dikeman is currently working 
on details.  
 
We also discussed sprucing up the Leboyteaux –Cary cemetery at the corner of Galbraith and Hamilton 
Avenue established around 1806.  Originally, it was one acre set aside by Peter and Keziah LaBoyteaux 
from their 320 acres.  We are gathering details.  There are 44 grave markers on the site. Originally it was 
noted that there were 38.  At one time Spring Grove was going to move the graves to their site; however it 
did not happen and the time to do this has run out. 
 
Carol Rutz brought memorabilia from The Budna for us to look at, and she also gave a Budna baseball 
jacket to the Historical Society that was given to her by Mrs. Schlewinsky. 

 
August 22  -The Historical Society had a field trip to the NCH Fire Department.  We arrived at 10:00am 
for the tour.  We were greeted by several firemen.  We first went upstairs to see several tables of pictures 
the Fire Department collected over the years.  Some being very old.  Several members of the Historical 
Society helped them identity the persons in the pictures.   

 
From there, we took a tour of the department. We saw the offices with cubicles that paperwork and 
business is done.  There are also bunkrooms for 4 people to sleep in shifts overnight.  Each person 
has their own bedroom.  We saw the kitchen and the stove that has been around for years and 
makes all the food.   

None of the department is volunteer anymore.  The department is staffed 24 hours a day 7 days a week with 
a part time staff of highly trained and dedicated men and women who serve the citizens of North College 
Hill.  All members of are required to be certified firefighters and Emergency Medical Technicians in the 
State of Ohio. 

 



 

 

There are 26 men and 2 women in the department.  North College Hill Fire Department serves roughly 
10,100 people living in an area of 2 square miles in southwest Ohio. And operates out of 1 station that 
protects a primarily residential area. The number of EMS runs so far this year is 906 and the total number of 
fire runs is 206.  There is a brand new Fire truck/ladder/pumper.  Everyone in the department has to be 
trained.     

The Department provides the following services: 

• Fire Prevention  
• Fire/Life Safety Inspections 
• Fire Suppression  
• Emergency Medical Service  
• Vehicle Rescue (Extrication)  
• Search & Rescue  

 

                       

                          This is The Historical Society in front of the new truck.  This was great fun!! 

The Fire Department started in 1917, when North College Hill was incorporated as a village.  Two of 
the first firemen who started it were Theodore Weber and John Delfendahl.  It was formally organized 
September 19, 1919.  The department began with a tub, 12 buckets an extension ladder and one ax.  
The Methodist Church bell was used as a fire alarm. Volunteers used a 100-gallon fire extinguisher 
mounted on wheels that was pulled by firemen.  Later $500 was raised to purchase a second hand 1917 
model T Ford Pumper.  In 1924 four firemen used their homes as collateral and purchased a new Reo 
Fire Truck for $5000.  They were Ted Weber, Ed Knollman, John Conway and D. B. Smith, who was 
chief in 1917.   Money was borrowed from the First National Bank of Mt. Healthy.  The truck was 
paid off in 1931 after a series of Firemen Carnivals.  This started the many years of Firemen’s 
Carnivals.  



  

 

Two who helped charter the department in 1926 were chiefs Henry Meyer, and Paul Berget.  Paul Berget was 
responsible for the formation of the Life Squad in 1946.  A 1942 Packard ambulance was purchased for the 
squad.  

Ground was bought and construction of a new building was finished, complete with a bell tower in 1920.  City 
Hall and the Fire House were constructed on its present site in 1931.    

 

                           Three very active members of the Fire Department and the community! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Did You Know!!! 
 
Budna is now VanZandt – Chris Hoeweler who grew up in North College is about to open ZanZandt 
restaurant where the old Budna used to be.  Chris has had experience in several restaurants, including 
Trio’s.  The restaurant will be casual dining for lunch and dinner.  After 9:00 pm, he hopes to have local 
musicians featuring mellow tunes for the guests.����

COMING SOON 
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VanZandt has many menu items including burgers, pizzas, sandwiches, main entrées, salads, desserts and your 
favorite drink. 
 

And they are renovating:            
 

 


