NORTH COLLEGE HILL CIry COUNCIL
Minutes for virtual NcH council Meeting, January 4202r, 7:00 pm
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Persons wishing to address Council prior to its dealing with current legislation may do so by registering with the Clerk of Council.
Please provide to the Clerk, your name, address and the issue you wish to discuss.

Prayer

Callto Order 7:00 pm
Pledge of Allegiance
ROLL CALL

Ms. Bailey
Ms. Zorb

Absent
Present

Ms. Blythe

Present

Ms. Underwood

Present

Ms. Hartman

Present

Ms. Anderson

Present

Mr. Miller Novak

Present

Ms. Underwood moves to excuse Ms. Bailey,
by Ms. Anderson. Discussion. Ms. Zorb asks if anyone has heard
from Ms. Bailey. Pres Graver said no. Motion excuse passes 5-1.
AGENDA. Pres Graver recommends to amend the agenda. Council Minutes to be approved should read LZ/27/2A2O
and Ms. Hall has asked him to remove first reading of Resolution 03-2020. Ms. Underwood moves to amend the
agenda as stated. Ms. Anderson 2nd. No discussion. Motion to amend passes 6-0. Ms. Underwood moves to adopt
the agenda as amended. Ms. Anderson 2nd. Motion to adopt passes G-0.
Meeting Minutes: Ms. Underwood moves to adopt t2-21,-2O2O meeting minutes. Ms. Anderson 2nd. Motion to
adopt passes 5-0.
Communications: Walter Drane lnvoice, November/ December Cities and Village Magazine and Decembe r 2o20
Mayor's Court Report.

Committee Reports:
Budpet and Finance: Vice Chair Ms. Zorb reports. They have not met since last meeting. Next meeting is 2nd
Monday, January 71,7:30 pm. (tentative per Ms. Baileys report from last council meeting.)
Citv Communitv and Development & Recreation: Ms. Underwood reports. Not met since last council meeting.
The next meeting, tentatively scheduled January 11, 6:30 pm.
Public Safetv: As reported by Ms. underwood. Met December 28. Discussed 2021 goals;
o Fire Levy. Ms. Zorb asked fora copy of the results of the FireTask Force. lt was forwarded to all of council.
Overview of the Task force and how they came to the agreement for the resolution. Mr: Miller Novak
mentioned the home values increase and how that would impact the findings of the Fire Task Force and
other issues with in the city. MS. Underwood will follow up regarding the impact of increased home
values.
o Follow up on Cares Act Funding to purchase Surface computers and will send information to Mr. Deters to
write legislation to address that issue. Ms. Zorb had sample legislation which was forwarded on to Mr.
Deters.

r
o
Rules

r

& Public Policv: Ms. Underwood reports. They met December 28,6:3O pm.2027 Goals discussed
Significant discussion for rules or guidelines for committees and what that might include i.e., emergencies,

o
r

Legislation for Safe routes to School is on tonight's agenda. Significant discussion/debate regarding this
resolution and decided to bring it to the council floor for further discussion/debate.
Removable speed humps, less expensive and movable for the winter months and to replace in other areas.

how much leeway council really has. Ms. Bailey asked if the recorded meetings on I.C.R.C could be
considered meeting minutes. Mr. Miller-Novak said, "no they are not".
Ms. Underwood suggested we hire someone to organize our documents for us, Ms. Zorb suggested asking
the City Secretary if she could help with that in her spare time. There will be follow up on that.
Mr. Miller-Novak Save some guidance with regard as to what is required what is needed for keeping
committee meeting minutes. Ms. Zorb suggested the Vice Chair be responsible for taking and keeping
minutes. Possible Committee of the Whole meeting should be called to establish basic requirements of
what is needed to be Chair and Vice Chair of committees.
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Rules Public Policv: Cont'
o Also discusses potentially modifying council rules'

.Settingguidelinesforthelawdirectorandhimreportingtothiscommittee.Significantdiscussionensued

withnoresolutiononhowtomoveforwardwithafull-timelawdirectorandhowwemightstayincontact
is doing'
with him, what he is up to and what he

oThecharterreviewcommissionWasnotvalidbecausenopeopleweresetintoplace.

o

was mute' lf needed' it
on the salary ordinance and decided it
Briefly discussed the Mayor's veto of the
could be discussed on the new salary ordinance'

.Storageforminutesandotherdocumentswerediscussedbriefly.
is scheduled' lt
meeting' Ms' Zorb asks when the next meeting
Ad Hoc reports: clc has not met since last council

wasconfirmedbyMayorNicholsitisheldthethirdThursdayat5:30p.m.
ADM INISTRATIVE REPORTS

normal. tn 2020 they were not able to do the things they
Mavor,s reportt Happy New Year. Hoping to get back to
had hoped to do as a city and as an admiration'
o Looks like the ohio Governor is anticipating for all the schools to start back March 1' findings out to the
r Fire Task Force planning on dates and townhall meetings to get the information of their
citizens. They plan to meet in the next week or two'
City Administrator reoort:
r Happy New Year. start off with good news. when he arrived at work this morning, he was pleased to see
and running very soon' They
the meter had been installed on the electric charging station. They will be up
app if they are looking for
their
on
location
are in the app so people driving by will see the charging station
for a grand opening
Electrata
of
CEo
and
a place to charge. He is working with Kevin Cushman, President
date.
. Appreciates something Ms. Underwood said, she mentioned real estate valuations' Property value is up'
to the Hamilton County
Since last meeting the property valuation is about S15,000,000.00 more according

auditor.
Law Director Reportl No report this evening. No questions for the Law Director'
Finance Director Report: No report at this time. No questions for the Finance Director.
Call of Members;
Ms. Blythe: None at fhis time
Ms. Underwood: Wish everyone Happy New Year and has high hopes for a very productive 2021year.
Mr. Mill-Novak: His New year's goal is talk more under call of members and echoes Ms. Underwood. Council has
spent too much of their time discussing budget and pay ordinances, council rules and procedures. He feels the
citizens would rather council spend time brainstorming to come up with policy decisions to bring new business
into the city and how to increase their home values and how to accomplish these goals. Also, he feels as though
council grinds on the same grievances and should find waysto set goals and policyand no be bothered with things
such as whether things belong in committee or on the council floor, when we should receive legislation. Stop
spending time arguing about it, in his opinion. tf there are questions about if it should go to committee, call the
vote, vote on it and move on. We need to start working on setting and achieving goals and improving the lives of
our residents. He is working on a few things with Ms. Underwood and will present to Council.
Ms. Zorb: Her New yeas resolution is to talk less under call of members and believes rules are in place for a reason.

Ms. Hartrnen: Agrees with Mr. Miller-Novak and Happy New Year.
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Call of members cont.
Ms. Anderson: Kudos to the people who helped NCH meet the requirements to be a "We Thrive Community" and
all their hard work to make that happen and helping to keep NCH healthy and happy. And keeping with that, please
everyone wears a mask. She has noticed a lot of people in our city and employees not wearing masks and finds it
very discouraging. She agrees with Ms. Zorb. There are rules for a reason and rules to wear a mask and there are
reasons for those rules. And kudos to Mr. Miller- Novak for sharing his opinion and should be taken into

consideration.
Lesislation:

First Readine: Resolution OL-?:OZL, Authorizing the City Administrator to enter into an agreement and
execute a contract with the Ohio Department of Transportation for various pedestrian improvements in
North College Hilland declaring an emergency.
Ms. Underwood ask for information from Mr. Mosby about this resolution especially the cost to the city.
This legislation allows Mr. Mosby to enter into an agreement with O.D.OL and is a part of the Safe
Routes to school program which is in partnership between us and the NCH School. The cost of the
improvements is approximately S184,000.00 and that funding is supplied through a safety grant,
therefore there is no cost to the city. The language in the resolution is standard O.D.OT. language for
agreements with cities for this type of work. There is no dollar value on this legislation because there is
no money coming out of the city 's pocket. lt simply gives authorization for Mr. Mosby to enter into an
agreement. He recommends council to pass this legislation to stay on track to get started in April. This
legislation needs to go to O.D.O.T by February. Ms. Zorb discusses that in Section 3, 3'd paragraph the city

the cost. Mr. Mosby said it is standard language and this project is covered by
grant money which pays all the bills. Ms, Zorb has read this over several times and sees no mention of
grant money. Mr. Mosby said this is a resolution to allow him to enter into an agreement it's not a
contract for any kind of money. lt's council authorizing Mr. Mosby to enter into an agreement with
O.D.O.T. Mr. Miller-Novak asks if there is a contract to be reviewed. Mr. Mosby explains, no, there is no
contract yet because there is no authority to enter into one. This gives the authority to enter into a
contract. Ms. Zorb makes mention of another paragraph where the city agrees to pay to install or repair
curb ramps to be in compliance with the Americans Disabilities Act. Pres. Graver asks for further
questions to no response and moves onto the next piece of legislation. Ms. Underwood moves to
suspend 2nd and 3'd reading. Ms. Anderson 2nd. Motion to suspend fails 4-2.
First Reading: Resolution O2-2O21, Resolution determining to proceed to levy a renewal of additional tax
in excess of the ten-mill limitation. Mr. Mosby explains it is a follow up to legislation for the city to
submit to the Hamilton County Board of Elections. lt has to be done prior to February 4 to make it onto
the ballot May 202L for consideration by the electors. MS Underwood moves to suspend 2nd and 3'd
reading. Ms. Anderson 2nd. No discussion. Motion fails 5-1.
First Readins: Resolution OT2A2I., Resolution requesting the county auditor to make advance
payment of taxes. Removed from agenda
Second Readingi Ordinance t7-2O2O, An ordinance to establish salaries and staffing levels for city
employees pursuant to the requirements of section 3.06 of the City of North College Hill. Ms. Zorb calls
for discussion. She asks if Mr. Miller-Novak is going to work on some strike outs or additional comments
and asks if he has copies available for council, she would like to see that before the third reading. Mr.
Miller-Novak said he spoke with Mr. Deters today and he will provide something to council and should be
available intime for the 3'd reading. Mr. Miller-Novak is planning on the 554,000.00 package and the
duties that it coves.
agrees

to pay

tOO% of

Pg. 3

EEMARKS FROM THE AUDIENCE: None
OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS: Ms. Underwood would like to correct the Committee assignment sheet Ms. Dewald emailed to
everyone and asks to have Ms. Zorb added to the public safety committee. Ms. Dewald agrees to make that
correctio n.
Ms. Underwood questions the council rules show council needs to have an organizational meeting within the first
10 days. She hopes we can just discuss the council calendar and committee assignments tonight rather than have
another meeting. Ms. Dewald refers to the council rule which stipulates an organizational meeting is required
within 10 days only after an election of council has taken place in the last November election. Ms. Zorb moves to
accept the Council and Committee Calendar provided by Ms. Dewald, clerk of council. Ms. Underwood 2nd. No
discussion. Motion passes 6-0.
Ms. Underwood reminds Pres. Graver and Council there is still no chair for City, Community and Development and
Recreation committee. Ms. Anderson is not sure what the job of the co-chair is but if it is to take minutes and
participate, she would be willing to step in as co-chair of that committee. There is discussion which position is
actually available and will wait until the next meeting. Pres. Graver asks for clarification on the Organizational
meeting. Mr. Miller-Novak responds and confirms it is only mandatory within 10 days in January after an election.
Lengthy discussion ensued with no resolve.
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ffiE-Ms.Zorbmovedtoadjourn.Ms.Anderson2nd.Nodiscussion.Motionpasses6-0.
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of Council

